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The mission of the Clear Creek County Coroner’s Office is to protect the interests of deceased individuals and the citizens of Clear Creek County by conducting independent investigations of deaths occurring within our jurisdiction. We determine the cause and manner of death, the identity of the decedent and provide notification to the legal next of kin with compassion, professionalism, and integrity.
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2018 Clear Creek County Deaths


Total Deaths:   65

Gender:
· Male:  41
· Female:  24

Manner:
· Natural: 47
· Accidental: 5
· Suicide: 8
· Homicide: 0
· Pending final autopsy results: 5 (including 2 unidentified skulls)

Natural causes:
· Cardiac: 19
· Coronary artery disease: 12
· Congestive heart failure: 4
· Cardiomegaly: 1
· Cardiomyopathy: 1
· Left ventricular dysfunction: 1
· Cancer: 9 (all in hospice)
· Lymphoma/leukemia: 3
· Ovarian: 1
· Lung: 1
· Liver: 2
· Brain: 2
· Chronic lung disease: 8
· Chronic liver disease: 2
· Pulmonary embolism: 1
· ALS: 1
· Parkinson’s: 1
· Alzheimer’s: 1
· Splenic/renal infarct: 1
· Pneumonia: 1
· Complications of hypertension and  diabetes: 1
· Respiratory failure due to advanced age: 1
· Pending final autopsy results: 1

Suicide:
· Gunshot wound: 5
· Hanging: 2
· Motor vehicle crash: 1

Accidental: 
· Motor vehicle crash, blunt force trauma: 2
· Rafting, blunt force trauma: 1
· Drowning: 1
· Fall, blunt force trauma: 1

Autopsies: 18

Hospice: 19

Deaths by month:
· Jan: 2
· Feb: 4
· Mar: 7
· Apr: 5
· May: 3
· Jun:  8
· Jul:  7
· Aug:  7
· Sep:  8
· Oct:  4
· Nov:  4
· Dec:  6

Deaths by age:
· 0-20: 1
· 21-30: 3
· 31-40:  3
· 41-50: 7
· 51-60:8
· 61-70: 19
· 71-80:  14
· 81-90: 8
· 91+ 0
· ?:  2 (unidentified skulls)

Jurisdiction:
· Idaho Springs: 19
· Georgetown: 6
· Empire: 8
· Evergreen: 11
· Unincorp CCC 10:
· Silver Plume: 2
· Lawson: 3
· Transfer from outside county: 6

Local: 47
Visitor:  16
Unknown: 2 (unidentified skulls)



Trends and Observations

2018 was most remarkable for the increase in the number of deaths in the county. The total of 65 deaths was a record to date, with an increase of more than 50% over the 2017 total of 42.

Heart disease continued to be the disease entity accounting for the greatest number of natural deaths (19 out of 47 in 2018, 13 out of 29 total natural deaths in 2017). The increase in chronic lung disease as a principle cause of death, however, is worthy of note (0 in 2017, 8 in 2018). 

The number of suicides doubled from 4 in 2017 to 8 in 2018, with the number of visitors coming to the county to kill themselves staying stable at 3. Accidental deaths decreased from 8 in 2017 to 5 in 2018, with ski-area deaths decreasing from 4 to 0. In 2018, unlike 2017, there were no homicide deaths.

Autopsy percentages decreased somewhat (from 16 out of 42 in 2017 to 19 out of 65 in 2018), and the number of hospice deaths increased from 12 to 19.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Male/female ratio remained essentially stable from 2017 to 2018, as did the percentage of visitor deaths. 


































Deaths by Accident
2018

Motor Vehicle	Rafting	Drowning	Fall	2	1	1	1	
Local or Visitor
2018

Local	Visitor	Unknown	47	16	2	
Deaths by Jurisdiction
2018

Idaho Springs	Georgetown	Empire	Evergreen	Unincorp CCC	Silver Plume	Lawson	Transfer	19	6	8	11	10	2	3	6	

Deaths by Age
2018

0-20	21-30	31-40	41-50	51-60	61-70	71-80	81-90	Unk.	1	3	3	7	8	19	14	8	2	
Deaths by Gender
2018 

Male	Female	41	24	
Deaths by Month
2018

Jan	Feb	Mar	Apr	May	Jun	Jul	Aug	Sep	Oct	Nov	Dec	2	4	7	5	3	8	7	7	8	4	4	6	
Deaths by Year
Deaths	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	26	33	45	35	49	49	54	46	44	42	65	

Manner of Death
2018

Natural	Accidental	Suicide	Homicide	Pending final autopsy results	47	5	8	0	5	
Natural Deaths
2018

Cardiac	Cancer	Chronic Lung Disease	Chronic Liver Disease	Other	19	9	8	2	9	
Deaths by Suicide
2018

Gunshot Wound	Hanging	Motor Vehicle Crash	5	2	1	
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